Plasma catecholamine levels during exposure to an environment of hyperbaric oxygen.
Plasma catecholamine levels were measured before, during and after hyperbaric oxygen therapy in nine subjects. Adrenaline levels were elevated immediately prior to hyperbaric oxygen therapy, but then fell and stabilized once treatment commenced. No significant fluctuations in plasma dopamine or noradrenaline levels were noted during the treatment period. This study does not support the premise that there is a suppression of endogenous plasma catecholamine levels during hyperbaric oxygen as has been previously reported. The observed initial increase in adrenaline can be attributed to stress/anxiety and the subsequent decline in this stress, rather than the result of the hyperbaric oxygen treatment itself.